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Imaginative mythological themes, sumptuous
choices in gems and an uncanny sense of what women
desire has propelled Temple St. Clair into the
independent luxury brand limelight since her
collection was launched in 1986. Although St. Clair’s
jewelry reveals details of various periods in art and
architecture, her aesthetic has always been modern.
More notably, it’s been aimed at women who wanted
something individualistic long before personali-
zation became the buzzword of the jewelry industry.
“My goal has always been to translate incredible
cultural images into pieces that a woman could relate
to on a visceral level,” she says. St. Clair’s journey in the
jewelry business and throughout the world led her to
write a book, Alchemy: A Passion For Jewels, which
takes the reader through her personal exploration
of the countries and creations that have inspired her
signature style. — I N T E R V I E W  B Y  B E T H  B E R N S T E I N

Designer and author speaks 
about how art, travel and world 
cultures inspired her singular styles

temple st. clair
designing lives
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18K Faceted Bubble cuff with
aquamarines and diamonds,
$35,000
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18K Tolomeo
pendant with mixed
sapphires and
diamonds, $18,500

“There is always a lot of
myself and my heart in
my jewelry. I have strong
reactions to various ideas
and inspirations....”
— TEMPLE ST. CL AIR

HISTORY LESSON: “I began designing
jewelry by chance. I had studied literature
and art and had a passion for mythology,
as well as paintings and architectural
details of such diverse periods as
Byzantine Renaissance, Hellenistic,
Etruscan and Greco-Roman. I loved
traveling and experiencing different
cultures. After college, I spent time in
Greece, Turkey, North Africa, India and
Italy. I think of my foray into jewelry
design as more of a lifestyle choice than a
career.”

GOT SOUL: “In Florence, I was able to see
the difference between the commercial gold
on the Ponte Vecchio, and the ancient pieces
that were soulful and had significance. Once
I saw these pieces, I knew the type of
jewelry I wanted to create.”

IN TIME: “I began collecting stones and
inspirations wherever I went. I sketched
out a ring and was introduced to a
goldsmith in Florence who made the piece.
Friends soon began to want me to design
for them, and I continued to do this on a
small scale so I could remain in Florence
and go home to see my family. I had no
formal training, but when you are working
and doing something every day, you learn. 

INFUSING SELF: “There is always a lot of
myself and my heart in my jewelry. I have
strong reactions to various ideas and
inspirations, and this definitely comes out
in my designs.”

REFERENCE POINT: “The inspiration for
my collections has always been rooted in
some cultural or historical event, place or
mythical character. I believe that the most

interesting jewelry is
linked to a past theme;
nothing is created in a
vacuum. You can add your
own stamp of style, your own
twist, turn old-world concepts into
pieces that are more modern, but there is
always a nod to details of different time
periods.”

THE MUSE: “Each of my collections is an
evolution of my earlier work. I’ve definitely
grown and matured in my approach,
technical skills, and adaptations, but the
influences from when I began are always
present. Some of my inspirations over the
years include Roman goddesses, while a
lesser-known portrait in Florence became
the basis for a pearl series. My astrology
pendants were based on my early travels to
a church that had pagan motifs and
astrological figures on the outside of the
building. I saved details that I’ve sketched

out over the years.
Sometimes, I don’t

always use them right
away, but when the timing

feels right, I find a place for
them within the collection.”

UNEARTHING BEAUTY: “Color informs
much of the language of my designs. Fine
untreated stones are truly amazing
treasures that nature provides. Moonstone
is a gem that has become a mainstay in my
collection. We use the highest grade of the
material and it’s unbelievably difficult to
find in large quantities, so while we
continue to show it each season, we are
producing more one-of-a-kind pieces in
tighter collections. It has incredible depth,
yet is subtle enough to flow with the
texture, motif and nuances of the design.”

CULTIVATING A CUSTOMER BASE: 
“The women who wear my pieces tend to be
collectors of various art forms. There is an
identification, a complete emotional reac-
tion, to the pieces they purchase. These are
not women who want to be dictated to. The
jewelry they buy needs to have meaning, and
they also want to add their personal stories
and a sense of who they are.”

BOOKING IT: “My book, Alchemy: A
Passion For Jewels, was a two-year project.
Literature has always been one of my great
loves, and it was wonderful for me to have
the opportunity to write, at least about my
own journey and through my point of view.
My hope is to share anecdotes and tales that
are personal and hopefully universal enough
that people will enjoy reading the book as
much as looking at the full page photos and
illustrations of my inspirations and jewelry.” 

18K chandelier earrings with aquamarines and
diamonds, $5,500
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